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abounding gayety and humor and fascination of his early clays,
the eloquence of his unrestrained conversation, and the influ-
ence of his personal presence. Yet it is upon these character-
istics, more than upon the manifestations of his great public or
professional talents, that the reminiscences of his early friends
have always dwelt. I can scarcely open one of the numerous
communications that are before me from, those who knew him
as a young man, that does not speak with peculiar zeal of his
social powers. It seems as if they felt that the world has set
its seal upon all that was great in his genius and majestic in
his deportment and character, or imposing in his intellectual
achievements and public services, yet that there was a charm, a
grace, a perfume in his social existence, which they fear the
world has not known, and of which they bear their testimony
more fondly than of all things else that cluster about his
name.                           .

In Portsmouth, Mr. "Webster entered at once into a profes-
sional practice that brought him in contact with the first law-
yers of that bar. He was soon engaged as leading counsel on
one or the other side of nearly every important cause in several
of the counties of New Hampshire; he and a few others of the
principal members of the Portsmouth bar following the Supe-
rior Court on its circuit through the State. Among these was
that extraordinary man, of whom little is now known, beyond
the borders of New England, by the active generations of
American lawyers; but to whose acute and powerful mind,
through the discipline of opposing conflicts at the bar and the
associations of an intimate friendship, Mr. Webster has impres-
sively recorded his own obligations, as he always acknowledged
them in private conversation. This was Mr. Jeremiah Mason,
who was by fourteen years Mr. Webster's senior, and who was
the admitted head of the legal profession in New Hampshire,
when Mr. Webster'went to Portsmouth, as he was also one of
the greatest lawyers that New England has ever produced.
Since it was my fortune to Have known both of these very emi-
nent persons, to have heard them repeatedly &i the bar, and to
have conversed with each of them respecting the .other, I may,
before quoting what Mr. Webster has written .concerning Mr
Mason, express my sense of its entire justness.